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SUBJECT : MUNICIPAL ELECTION CAMPAIGNS HEATING UP IN LYON 
METROPOLITAN AREA. 

SUMMARY : SINCE THE BEGINNINGOF THE YEAR POLITICAL 
MANEUVERING IN PREPARATION FOR THE MARCH MUNICIPAL 
ELECTIONS HAS BEEN GAINING IN INTENSITY AND TONE IN BOTH 
THE LYON AND VILLF.T IRBANNF. CITIES, TOGETHER CONSTITUING 
THE GREATER PART OF THE LYON METROPOLITAN AREA. IN LYON 
THE SOUSTELLE CANDIDACY UPSET THE COHESIVENESS OF THE 
P.R.A.D.E.L. MAJORITY AND IN VILLF.T IRBANNF. THE PARTNERS 
OF THE LEFT ARE IN TURMOIL OVER THE CONSTITUTION 
AND HEADING-UP OF THEIR COMMON LIST OF CANDIDATES. END SUMMARY 

IN LYON, THE NOT UNEXPECTED ANNOUNCEMENT LAST WEEK THAT 
DEPUTE AND FORMER MINISTER JACQUES SOUSTELLE, (SEE LYON 
263 OF 1 1/18/76 FOR BIO DATA), WOULD BE CANDIDATE FOR 
MAYOR AND HEAD BALLOTS IN NINE WARDS IN OPPOSITION TO 
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SENATOR/MAYOR FRANCISQUE COLLOMB, ENDED A PERIOD OF 
GROWING RUMORS TO THAT EFFECT. IN MAKING HIS ANNOUNCEMENT, 
SOUSTELLE EMPHASIZED THAT HE WOULD WAGE A PARTICULARLY STRONG 
FIGHT IN THOSE WARDS WHICH THE MAJORITY HAS TENDED TO GIVE UP 
FOR LOST IN ADVANCE. HE WAS REFERRING ESPECIALLY TO THE 8TH 
AND 9TH TAKEN OVER BY THE SOCIALISTS IN LAST YEAR S 
CANTONAL ELECTOIONS. SOUSTELLE MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE 
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WOULD BE READY TO WORK WITH A MIXED MUNICIPAL COUNCIL IN 
WHICH THE OPPOSITION WOULD BE WELL REPRESENTED. HE STATED 
THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE IN THE SURVIVAL PRADELISM, A QUASI 
APOLITICAL CITY MANAGEMENT APPROACH, WITHOUT ITS FOUNDER 
LOUIS PRADEL AT THE HELM. AT THE TIME OF HIS ANNOUNCEMENT 
SOUSTELLE ALSO TOOK PAINS TO UNCERSCORE THAT HE HAD 
ALWAYS BE A CENTRIST, LEFT OF CENTER, AND THAT HIS LISTS 
OF CANDIDATES COULD IN NO CASE BE LABLED AS RIGHTIST. 

HE CLARIFIED THAT HIS LISTS WOULD CONTAIN CANDIDATES 
WITH POSITIONS AS VARIED AS POSSIBLE, GOING FROM RPR 
AND R.I. TO SOCIALISTS OUTSIDE THE UNION OF THE LEFT, AND 
ALSO SAID THAT HE WOULD INCLUDE MORE YOUNG PEOPLE 
AND WOMEN. 

THE NEW MAYOR OF LYON, SENATOR COLLOMB REACTED ALMOST 
IMMEDIATELY TO SOUSTELLE S ANNOUNCEMENT BY PUBLICLY 
DEPLORING THE LATTER S ACTION AS DEVISIVE AND HARMFUL 
TO THE COHESION AND SOLIDARITY SO CAREFULLY DEVELOPED 
AMONG LYON S MUNICIPAL COUNCILLORS BY HIS PREDECESSOR, 
COLLOMB WENT ON TO QUESTION SOUSTELLE S REAL 
MOTIVES, POINTING OUT THAT THE DEPUTE HAD ALREADY BREN 
DEFEATED FOR MAYOR OF LYON AS FAR BACK AS 1957 AND AGAIN 
ONLY A MONTH AGO : HOW CAN HE POSSIBLY DISSOCIATE HIMSELF 
FORM A CITY ADMINISTRATION TO WIICH (AS COUNCILLOR) HE HAS 
BELONGED FOR TWENTY YEARS. WHAT CAN HE POSSIBLY CRITICIZE ? 

TWO WEEKS EARLIER, MAITRE ANDRE SOULIER, A LEADING 
SOCIALIST WHOSE NAME HAS BEEN MENTIONED FREQUENTLY AS A 
POTENTIAL CANDIDATE FOR MAYOR, CHARGED THAT THE SOCIALIST 
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PARTY HAD LIGHTLY WRITTEN OFF ITS POSSIBILITIES IN LYON. 
SOULIER SAID THAT HE CNNSIDERED THE UNION OF THE LEFT S 
TACTICS IN PRESENTING JOINT LISTS OF THE COMMUNIST, 

SOCIALIST AND LEFT RADICAL PARTIES NOT ONLY A STRATEGIC, 

BUT AN HISTORICAL ERROR. HE RECALLED IS NOT ONLY A STRATEGIC, 

BUT AN HISTORICAL ERROR. HE RECALLED THAT LYON AS FORMER 
MAYORS WERE AUGAGNEUR, SOCIALIST, HERRIOT AND PRADEL, 

BOTH RADICAL SOCIALISTS. 

IN VILLEURBANNE, SECOND LARGEST MUNICIPALITY WITHIN THE 
LYON METROPOLITAN AREA (POPULATION : 120,000), THE SOCIALISTS 
HAVE ON THEIR OWN KICKED OFF AN ELECTORAL 
CAMPAIGN BASED ON THEIR UNILATERAL CONCEPT OF A COMMON 
LIST OF COMMUNIST AND SOCIALIST CANDIDATES, HEADED BY 
CHARLES HERNU, FORMER DEPUTE AND SINCE SOME TIME P.S. 
PREFERRED CANDIDATE TO SUCCEED ETIENNE GAGNAIRE , THE 
CURRENT MAYOR. THE COMMUNISTS DISAGREE STRONGLY THAT THE 
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COMMON LIST BE HEADED BY A SOCIALIST. THEY BASE THEIR 
POSITION ON THE RESULT OF THE 1973 LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS 
WHEN THEY OBTAINED 57 O/O OF THE VOTES CAST FOR THE LEFT AS WELL 
AS ON THE CANTONAL ELECTIONS OF 1976 WHEN THEY BETTERED THEIR 


SCORE TO 62 O/O OF THE LEFTIST VOTE. TO THIS MITTERAND 
REPLIED IN AN INTERVIEW BROADCAST ON RADIO EUROPE 1, THAT 
THE PRESENT SOCIALIST PARTYEXCLUDED A NUMBER OF POLITICAL 
PERSONALITIES ELECTED BEFORE ITS ESTABLISHMENT IN JUNE 
1971, THOSE THAT WERE NOT IN AGREEMENT WITH THE STRATEGY 
OF A COMMON PROGRAM OF THE LEFT. THE VOTES THESE PEOPLE 
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OBTAINED WERE SOOCIALIST VOTES AND THEREFORE SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION IN ESTABLISHING THE 
PERCENTAGES ON WHICH THE PRESENT LISTS ARE BASED, HE ARGUED. 
AS OF THIS REPORT THE DEBATE IS STILL QUITE HEATED AND NO 
SOLUTION APPEARS TO BE IN SIGHT. COMMUNIST PARTY SECRETARY 
MARCHAIS IS EXPECTED TO VISIT VILLEURBANNE 
JANUARY 20 AND IT SHOULD BE INTERESTING TO OBSERVE FURTHER 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS POTENTIALLY DEVISIVE POLITICAL 
CONFLICT. 

VERSCHUUR 
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